
Bayshore Banner - February 2026 
In our 69th year of serving the community 

For the most up to date information please visit the 
District’s official website: bayshoregardens.org 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS FOR 2026 
2026 Meeting Dates for Bayshore Gardens Park & Recreation District 

All meetings are held in the Bayshore Gardens Recreation Hall 
located at 6919 26th Street W., Bradenton, FL 34207 at 6 p.m. 

Any individuals needing more information or special accommodations 
to attend a meeting, may call the District Office at (941) 755-1912 

 __Committee      ___Work Session   Board of Trustees________ 
 February 3 & 4  February 11 February 25_  _ 
 March 3 & 4 & 31_   ___  March 11 March 25_  _ 
 April 1_ April 8  April 22_  _ 
 May 5 & 6 May 13 May 27_    _ 
 June 2 & 3 & 30 June 10 June 24_  _ 
 July 1__ July 8 July 22_   _ 
 August 4 & 5 August 12 August 26_   _ 
 September 1 & 2 September 9 September 23_   _ 
 October 6 & 7 October 14 October 28_  _ 
 November 3 & 4 November 11 November 18_    _ 
 December 1 & 2 December 9 December 16_   _ 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Pancakes, Sausage, eggs, biscuits and gravy 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH  
9 A.M. TO 11 A.M.

BG HOA MEMBERS - FREE 
NON-MEMBERS - $5.00 

BAYSHORE GARDENS RECREATION CENTER 
6919 26TH STREET W. 
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Bayshore Gardens is a community of approximately 1406 single family homes located in 

southern portion of Manatee County along Sarasota Bay. In 1979, the Florida Legislature      

established Bayshore Gardens as an independent special taxing district. Special taxing Districts 

are special purpose governmental units that exist separately from local governments and are 

formed to perform a single function. Each resident of the District pays an annual assessment 

within their real estate taxes which funds the operational needs of the District. This annual 

fee is currently $427. We are not an HOA, although we have a voluntary Club called the HOA 

which a resident may join for an annual fee of $10. 

JAN. 1ST - DEC. 31ST 

CLUBS 

Bayshore Gardens offers several 

clubs that a resident may join for a 

nominal  annual fee or no fee. 

HOA        $10.00 

YACHT CLUB       $20.00 

WOODCHOPPERS      $30.00 

BUNCO       $3.25 

GARDEN CLUB      $5.00 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH    $0.00 

GAME NIGHT       $0.00 

LINE DANCING                       $4.00 

OCT. 1ST - SEPT. 30TH  

AMENITIES  

* Marina Boat Slips  

*Boat Launch Ramp FOBs 

* Recreation Hall Rentals 

* Screen Porch Rentals - RESIDENTS ONLY 

* Sarasota Bayfront Park with Playground  &                     

Concrete Pavilions  

* Baseball Field / Basketball & Pickleball Courts 

* JR. Olympic Size Pool - RESIDENTS ONLY  

* Small Boat Storage (Canoe/Kayak)   

Marina Slips, Ramp Access, Hall/Screen Room 

Rentals are Available to Residents at Reduced 

Rates. 

The on-site Bayshore District office is located on the southeast corner of the recreation  

hall and is open  Tuesday thru. Friday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.                                                 

The office number is (941) 755-1912.                                                                                            

Mailing address is: 6919 26th Street W., Bradenton, FL 34207. 
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Woodchoppers Club, by Gwen Norris, Secretary: 
 
We had our ‘Annual Meeting’, Saturday January 10th. Our 2026 Officers were elected, and 2026 Memberships 
were processed. The door combination has been changed.  Please get your 2026 Memberships.  
 
At the January Meeting we set a Workshop to work on tools. The March Banner will have a report on this. 
 
Our next meeting is Saturday, March 14th, at 10:00 AM in the Shop. Please mark your Calendars.  We will 
schedule a ‘Teaching Workshop’ or ‘Equipment Orientation’. It will be an ‘orientation’ of the tools. 
 
2026 Memberships are available for adult Bayshore Gardens District Residents at the Recreation Center 
Office during normal business hours. Annual Memberships for 2026 are $30 (cash), expiring January 2027.  
 
Equipment problems? If there is any problem with a tool, please notify an officer and leave a note/tag on the 
tool. Tags are on top of the metal cabinet along the north wall. All damaged tools are Not to be used and 
tagged stating the same. 
 
2026 Club Officers' phone numbers are listed on the front window. Use safety equipment when using any 
power tool. Shop users are required to Sign-in at the door and clean up after using the Shop. 
 
Our next scheduled Meeting is Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 10:00 AM in the Shop. Mark your calendars and I 
will see you there. 
 
Woodchoppers Club 2026 Officers:   
President:                    Harold Donaldson 
Vice President:          Vincent Tricarico 
Treasurer:                    John Woodruff 
Secretary:                   Gwen Norris 

 
 
 

PICK UP YOUR FREE MANATEE COUNTY 2026 
CALENDARS IN THE OFFICE.  

 
 

Country Couples and Line Dancers Dance Party 
Thursday, February 26th  

6:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 
$5.00 per person 

Bayshore Gardens Recreation Center 
6919 26th Street West  
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Garden Club Minutes – January 6th, by Gwen Norris, Secretary: 
 
Tuesday, January 6th we met at Sarasota Succulent Society gardens. Melanie Woodruff opened the meeting 
shortly after 1:00 in the shade of stately trees. There were ten members in attendance. The November 
Meeting Minutes were discussed and approved. 
 
Marie Young gave the Treasurer’s Report. The club donated funds to the Bayshore School(s) through Terry 
Zimmerly for gifts for children in need. Marie collected memberships for 2026. 
 
Laurie asked if there is a way to help with children’s lunch funds in areas (next Christmas). Melanie said she 
would check if there was a need, as the school may have free lunches. Kathy Rowe gave the thought of the 
day: “Age is not important unless you are cheese”.  
 
There being no new business, Gwen Norris moved to adjourn. Laurie Boyce seconded the motion and we 
adjourned at 1:15 to enjoy Marlene’s wonderful snacks. 
 
The Sarasota Succulent Society was established in 1950. It is in its 75th year now.  Walter G. Sparkman lived 
in his Sears-ordered home and started by planting several small gardens to see which succulents would grow 
in Sarasota. He shared his knowledge with his students. Currently there are volunteers working in the gardens 
on Mondays and every 3rd Saturday, 9 till noon. Visitors may visit the gardens in those hours. Groups need 
advanced planning. There were plants for sale in two locations on the grounds. 
 
The Society has contacted a supplier in Apopka that sells Hoyas. There will be a Hoya presentation on 
January 17th, by Kim. In March they have an orchid presentation. A member, Judy, gives dish garden classes 
upon appointment. 
 
They have sales on certain holidays. Tentatively there is one February 16, 2026. Please look for their notice. 
 
Being in nature was beneficial and we suggest everyone take a trip to the Sarasota Succulent Society 
Gardens, 1310 38th St, Sarasota, off Myrtle St.  Thank you, Sarasota Succulent Society. 
 
Garden Club Upcoming events: 
 
February - Monday, February 2nd, 1:00 in the Hall. We will exchange gifts in celebration of Valentines Day. 
Melanie Woodruff will bring refreshments. Vanessa Renovalez offers a presentation on flower pressing. 
 
March - Date to be announced - we will meet at Palmers Orchids (22700 Taylor Drive, Bradenton, FL 34211- 
off CR 675). Prepare to walk a bit. Winnie Denny-Smith will bring refreshments. Please stay tuned on any 
updates. Carpooling is encouraged. 
 
April - Monday, April 6th, 1:00 (if available) we will meet at Paradise Found (3570 Tallevast Rd, Sarasota, FL 
34243). Refreshments will be provided by Laurie Boyce. 
 
May - Monday, May 4th, we meet at Joyce Fisher’s Condo (Sarasota Sands, 2150 Benjamin Franklin Dr, 
Sarasota, FL   34236 - just before South Lido Beach). Pizza, salad, drinks, beach, and more will be provided. 
Don’t forget the wonderful nature trail within walking distance. Carpooling is recommended. 
 
June - Monday, June 1st, at 1:00, we may meet at the Hall for a meeting and/or presentation. 
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Garden Club Minutes Continued: 
 
Orchids Events: 
 
February 7 & 8 - Venice Area Orchid Society Show, (Venice Community Center). 
March 13 - 15 - Palmer Orchids Open House (22700 Taylor Dr, Bradenton). 
March 29 - Sunken Gardens Orchid Festival (Sunken Gardens, St Petersburg). 
April 25 & 26 - Green Thumb Festival (Walter Fuller Park, St Petersburg). 
 
Master Gardener Events: 
 
Master Gardener Volunteer Plant Clinics are held on the first and third Thursdays at St. George Episcopal 
Church 8:30am-11:30pm (912 63rd Ave W, Bradenton). 
And second Saturdays at the South Manatee Branch Library 10:00 am to 1:00 pm (6081 26th St W, Bradenton. 
 
2026 Garden Club Officers: 
President:    Marlene Durgin 
Vice President:   Melanie Woodruff 
Treasurer:   Marie Young 
Secretary:   Gwen Norris 
Sunshine Committee:  Jeanne Corbin 
Thought of the Day person: Kathy Rowe 
Roster:    Joyce Fisher 
Calling members:  Matilda Renovalez 

 

Bayshore Gardens Neighborhood Club: 
 
Date: 1/7/2026 
 

Place:  Bayshore Gardens Recreation Center 
 

Time: 7:08 pm 
 

Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Attendance: Dan Rawlinson (P), Marlene Durgin (VP), Susan Donaldson (S), Joyce Fisher (T), Gwen Norris, 
Marie Young and Jane King.    
 

Secretary Report by Susan.  The minutes were previously posted in the Banner after the December meeting.  
Motion to approve the minutes made by Gwen, second by Marie.  No discussion.  Approved by all.  
 

Treasurer’s Report by Joyce.  All funds match the bank balance after deposits and expenses.  Motion to 
approve report by Susan, second by Marie.  No discussion.  Approved by all. 
 

Membership for 2026: 12. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Line Dancing - Discussion on cost of $4 per class and managing the money when cost is $4 as opposed to $5.  
Consider charge of $5. Will discuss with Line dance teacher.  Motion to change class cost to $5 per person 
made by Susan, seconded by Marlene.  Approved by all except Dan, who opposes.   
 

Line Dance Party - Cost is $5 per person. HOA covers food. Discussion over HOA paying for food for this party.   
 

December Party with Santa and Mrs. Claus was held and well attended.  There were 61 guests, 12 children 
and 5 guests. Guest cost is $5 per person. Otherwise, free for HOA members.  The Santa costumes worn were 
already cleaned for next year. We need to find a hat for Santa. Plan to return Santa and Mrs. Claus suit that 
was purchased in October due to poor quality.   
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Bayshore Gardens Neighborhood Club Continued: 
 
Susan had purchased a tree bag to store the Christmas tree. Bob and Jane King purchased the tree for the 
party. Discussion about adding that there may be decorations in the Hall at the time of rental. HOA put in 
much cost and time to decorate for the Christmas Party, which was then torn down immediately after the 
party due to subsequent rental of hall. Dan, Marlene, and Susan to bring forward to a BOT meeting in the near 
future. 
 

Storage Room - Clean out on Monday, 1/12/26 at 1 pm. All available are asked to attend.   
 

Post Card Notices: Approximate cost would be $350 plus nearly $250 for mail costs. Will consider if 
important news to send out. 
 

New Business: 
 

Consider February 8 Super Bowl - Not much interest as Tampa team already out.   
 

Discussion on sign up for HOA on January 10th during the breakfast. Consider having people just update their 
applications, instead of writing a new one every year. Also, discussion on deleting the card given out with 
each application. Most members choose to keep the card. 
 

February 14th - Breakfast will have Valentine’s Day theme.   
 

March 17th - Discussion of St Patrick’s Day event but not much interest. 
 

HOA Breakfasts (Tentative): February 14th, March 14th, April 11th, May 9th.  
 

HOA will close for summer in June, July, and August.   
 

HOA will resume Breakfast (Tentative): September 12th, October 10th, November 14th, and December 12th. 
December 12th  will be Santa Christmas Party.   
 

Thanksgiving Dinner on 11/26/2026. We will need to reserve Hall for Wednesday, 11/25/2026 also, to prepare 
Hall. Will advertise in September and plan for organized food list. 
 

Consider a Christmas Lights contest as done in past. Plan to have decorations done by 12/18/2026. Plan for 
HOA members to drive around that weekend and chose a winner by 12/22/2026. We would like to have signs 
to indicate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.   
 

Next meeting will be on February 5, 2026 at 7 pm      
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Susan Donaldson ; Neighborhood Club Secretary 
 
 
 

Board of Trustee Vacancy 
There is a vacancy for a Board Trustee position. If you are motivated and want to make a 
difference in your community, please forward a letter of intent and a resume to 
office@bayshoregardens.org or feel free to stop in the office with your documents and 
introduce yourself. 
To be a Board of Trustee you must be a Bayshore Gardens Park and Recreation District 
resident and a Manatee County registered voter. 
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STATUS ADDRESS PRICE BEDS BATHS

ACTIVE 2011 HARVARD AVE $299,900 2 1.5

ACTIVE 1907 HARVARD AVE $310,000 3 1.5

ACTIVE 3108 SMITH AVE $319,000 3 2

ACTIVE 6723 WASHINGTON PL $325,000 3 2

ACTIVE 6124 DARTMOUTH DR $335,000 2 2

ACTIVE 6320 CASE AVE $339,000 3 2

ACTIVE 6227 COLUMBIA DR $345,000 3 2

ACTIVE 3015 FLORIDA BLVD $345,000 3 2

ACTIVE 6319 LAFAYETTE RD $347,500 4 2

ACTIVE 1811 MARILYN AVE $365,000 3 2

ACTIVE 1711 MARILYN AVE $394,000 3 2

ACTIVE 3303 FLORIDA BLVD $399,000 3 3

ACTIVE 6319 GEORGIA AVE $399,900 3 2

ACTIVE 1801 MARILYN AVE $399,900 4 2

ACTIVE 2307 N WELLESLEY DR $439,900 3 2

ACTIVE 6328 GEORGIA AVE $439,900 3 2

ACTIVE 6511 GEORGIA AVE $469,900 5 4

ACTIVE 6520 CLEMSON ST $520,000 5 3

ACTIVE 6715 GEORGIA AVE $589,000 3 2

ACTIVE 409 BRYN MAWR IS $795,000 3 2

ACTIVE 6811 GEORGIA AVE $938,000 4 3

ACTIVE 310 BRYN MAWR IS $1,399,000 5 3

PENDING 3307 MIAMI PL $200,000 3 2

PENDING 2300 GEORGETOWN RD $320,000 3 2

PENDING 3120 MERCER RD $359,000 3 2

PENDING 6835 GEORGIA AVE $1,150,000 4 3

SOLD 2303 LEHIGH AVE $165,900 3 2

SOLD 2815 FLORIDA BLVD $230,000 2 1

SOLD 2307 COLGATE AVE $289,900 3 1

SOLD 6036 HOPKINS DR N $349,000 3 2

SOLD 1505 ROSLYN AVE $364,000 3 2
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